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CHAPTER V,

Mrnisex's BExp, Gramn Gurr, PorT (GIBSON AND
Fouwrerr Mirg CrEEK.

On April 12, 1863, we were ovdered (o join General Grani’s
army at Millilten's Dend, Lounisians, which was a few miles above
Vieksburg., We embarked on the sieamboat Alone, and left on
the 13th to join {be forces then gallering to make the last suceess-
ful effort to capture Vieksburg, whick had become the (Gihraltar
of the Western Continent. By (his fime the Fifty-sisth Ohio had
been assigned (o lhe Second Brigade of the Twelfth Division,
Thirleenth Army Corps.

And, as we have since learned, ab 8, Lonis and other points
on the Western rivers, there were rich and infinential men engaged
in running steamboats on (he Mississippd and other rivers, which
while deing business [or (he goverument, were giving substantial
aid and assisting the rebel cause hy carrving recruits, contraband
mail, and drogs and goods of all kind, and in every way aiding and
encouraging the rebellion.

We had not been on thiz boat long before we foond that the
officers and crew of the Alope had litfle, if any, respect, for a
Union soldier; and, on April 14, the blackguard barkeeper of this
boat grossly insulted Willis Walker, 2 member of Company C.
This eomrade was a nofed forager, and had the nack of geiting
what he went for. He promised the barkeeper that be would even
up with him before we lefl the boat. Ont on the cabin deck of
the Dboal they had two large boxes, securely locked. One ¢ f them
contained the table supplics for the boat, and the other Che har-
keeper's extra stock,  After midnight we were roused np and told
to come below at once. On going down to the lower deck, we
fonnd that Comrade Walker snd his partners had the ontive con-
tenls of the {wo boxes laid ont for a bangoet, which we disposed
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of quietly and hurriedly. What we failed 1o copsuing was con-
gigned to the river, as it was uot safe 1o leave a cvnmb in sight,
though some of the boys could not part with the Hgnor they had,
but kept it well hidden. The loss was discovered al daylight,
complaint was made, but onr oflicers failed to find who was goilty.

Ou the tith of April we landed at Milliken's Dend, Louisiana.
Iere the raid was reported to our headguarters, and our Brigade
Commander, Genernl 8lack, was ordered to investigate the matter
The regimenl was formed in line near the levee. In the rear of
our line was a body of backwater from the river. As General
Slack passed down the line the men who had any liguor left in
their canteens wounld throw (hem into the backwater behind them,
the straps of the canteens floating. Captain of Company — waded
ip and fished them out abont as fast as they fell, and, stringing
them on his shonider, he reached the left of the regiment at the
same time as the General did, and while ther blessed the rebels
and all their friends, they took a bumper to the suceess of the
Union cause, to the great applause of a multitude of comrades of
other regiments, who were giving this frec show their close atten-
tion. This episode gove ws a repuiation, which later on came
near depriving s of our colors. Bome foragers of other regiments,
when caught in unlawful aets, such as burning houses, ete,, gave
the Ififty-sixth Ohio credit with their membership; but upon inves-
tigation, and being confronted with our oflicers, we were elearod
of the charge. Our stay at Milliken's Dend was shovl, leaving
there April 16, We went into eamp at Liclmond, Louisiana, the
same evening. We moved forward carly on the 17th, and passed
throngh some beautiful couniry. On the 18th and 19th we con-
tinued onr marching, and on the 20th reached Bayon Tirre and
encamped. Our pioneers were boilding a pontoon bridge, and we
lay in camp here deilling considerably and holding dress parades.
April 28 we moved on amid {orrents of rain, the roads beiug nearly
impassible, and camped two miles [rom the Mississippi river.
This was & regular swamnp, not a dey place in sight.  The pioneers
of our divigion built here about 2,000 feet of bridging, so we could
erozs the bottomless places. Om April 29 we marcled to the river
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al Perking' plantation. At fhis place fhere were several steam.
boais and Larges al the landing. Here we left our kanpsacks.
Each comrade was loaded down with one bundred rounds of cart-
ridges, and then mavched aboard a coal barge.  Cur whole brigade
was on one small steamhboal and coal barse. We barely had
standing room. The boat ran down to Llaed Time's Tanding, in
sight of Grand Gulf, two miles down the piver. Grand Gulf was
paturally and artificially very strong,  Hoow aller onr arrival seven
of our gunboats moved down, and g daving and conlinuoos bom-
bardment of the lortifications was kept up for five awd a half
bours, the dagship Benlon leading the flect. They circled slowly
in {fronl, each sendivg o broadside ioto the vebel works, General
Grant and some of his slall were on a sleam tog near our boat,
closely watehing (he work of {be gupboals. The enemy sent a few
shells in thefr diveetion, (o keep them al o proper distance.  Then
the tug refived out of range. This contest gave a fine display of
the never failing convage of our brave sailor comrades, I seemed
at times as though theli boats wonld steam up to the wharf., It
was apparent to those who witnesscd this contest that gunboats,
thongh manned by the bravest men, were not egoal Lo land bat-
terics served by men of valor and skill.  SBeveral of the ganboats
were damaged, and all of then withdrawn,  The failure to silence
the rcbhel batieries relicved us from the dreadful {ask of landing
to storm their rifle pits.  This was one of onr Incky cscapes.

Late in the afternoon we disembarked and marvehed across a
point on a high levee, which brought vs out on the river below
Grand Gulf. Here we saw a live alligator basking on a log in the
swamnp.  Our regiment led this advance, and as soon as we gtrnek
golid grovnd we filed oif- and went info camp. Who ean ever
forget that grand sight, as regiment after reghment passed to camp
bBelow. Al of ihe Thivteenih and a part of the Seventeenth Corps
passed. The spakes had preempled our eamp ground, and onr
rest was not good, as they were disposed To dispute our right fo be
ihere. The gnoboais, fransports and barges van past the Grand
Colf batteries aboot miduight nnder a heavy fire,

On April 30 we boarded n guobont, which van down and landed
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us at Broinsburg, Mississippi, six miles below. Here we were
served with two days’ rations that were to last five days, or aalil
we conlid get more, AT 5 o'clock p.oow. we slaried on The road {o
Port Gibson, Mississippi, some 12 miles inland.  Oue of the never-
Lo-he-forgotten sipghts as we climbed (Le hilis, 2 mile oy more bacl
from the river, was the display of pickled pork that bad been issned
fo ws and was carried on our bayonets. At 5 p. m. we balted
to make coffee and rest a litlle, but started on soon, there being
a constant skirmish o advapce. We were on Lhe road all night,
and this was the (Lird night for ns withoul much, if any sleep.
The most of us fook short naps as we marched along. AL day-
break we halted in the valley of 2 small siream for breakfasl.
Bome of the wore active or hungry ones bad finished their meal,
but many had vob made a start, when the enemy's artillery boomed
on the hill just ahead. “Fall in!” was the order, and ap the hill
we moved at a donblequick, halting in a decp cut ju the road near
the top of the hill, :

In a few moments we were ordered to a position on the right
of the roard in an open ficld. In owr frount some GOO vears was o
picee of timber, in which 1here was a beavy contesl going on,
and a nomber of the wounded who conld do so were falling back
to our pozition. AL {he lell of the road in the yard ut'. a house
was one of onr batleries pouring shot and shell info the robel
battery in their front. In a few moments we were ordered for-
ward. We moved right obliquely, which broughl us to the road.
‘As we came to the fence lhe rebel battery knocked it over our
heads, Bome of our men were hurt by the flying rails.

We crossed the road and woved down info a cane-brake at
the lelt of ihe road, between onr baittery aod that of the enemy.
We made onr way through the canc-bivake, aud formed at a fepee
on a slight ridge. In a few moments General Hover and his stall
rode down in the road to our right. Ho asked for the command-
ing oflicer of the vegiment, Colonel Raynor responding. Pe was
ovdered {o supporl the Thivty-fonrth Indiana Infantry in a charge
o the rebel batiery in front. The Thirtr-fonrih Indiana was in
the timber on the right of the road, and the Fifty-sixth Ohio to
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e left of Lhe road in a coro field. The Thiriy-foorth advanced,
but their progress was slow., The Pifty-sixth nmade a rush (o
gecure & good position on Lhe hillside, and wepre [n advance of the
Thivty-fourih, We were in close range and the enemy pourved
their shot and shell into onr midst. I was bit by o grapeshot on
the foot, broising Il considevably.  As soon as our men fell into
line we charged forward. The enemy stood their groond unlll we
were in a few feot of Lhem, when they broke to the rear, and we
followed fast after them over the brow of the hill. A rebel officer
was about to mount his lorse when Captain Williams took Com-
rade Wil Morris® ninsket and gave him the contents, The enemy
was doing Thelr best fo cseape, but we wanted them dead or alive.
1n a short time we captured 222 men of (he Twenty-third Alabama
Infuntey and the Vieginia Ariillery Company, also the flag of one
or the other of these organizations.  The flag was capinred by Cor-
poral David Fvans of Company C.

The regiment soon affer formed line on a hiliside in front,
when Geperal Grant and some of his staff rode up. The General
ghook hands with Colonel Ravnor, and thanked the regiment for
their gallant condnet, =aying (hat he was proud of the men from
his native state. After o shoel rest, we advanced to the right
acrogs a valley and up a high hill, where we lay in line for some
time. The encmy now wade au elor! Lo cut us off rom oar forees.
As they had a largely superior Force, we fell back into the valley,
where we found zood shelter in (e bed of a small stream 1bat
crossed the valicy.  Tinf the rebels moved down as we did, and
we had it hot and foricus for sowe Lme.  As we entered the run
Bergeant Henry C. Tare of Company 0 was shol in the kpee, by
which he lost his leg: Covporal Thomas L. Evans losi ao eye by
a buckshot, and 1 was shot through my troasers at the konee, and
also on my hip. A vebel officer on a white horse was shot, and his
horse trofed inte our line, and onr Quartermaster kept him Tor a
beng Lime,

Ounr ammunition being exhansted, we were relieved by the
Twenty-second Kentueky Iofantry. They came in on (he double-
quick, their young color bearer 15 or 20 feet in advance. They
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presepted a fine sight.  On rediving we were still uvoder fire.  ''he
fiving kepl up until nearly davk, when (he enemy vetived to a hill,
where 1hey bad o lavge cavnon thal annoyed us greatly, bat our
gonners were unable (o disiodge it.  About suoset an officer rode
op to one of onr batieries, bad a gun loaded, sighted it, and with
his plass watehed the shol, rewarkiog, “That gun will not trouble
us any longer.”  This ended the baitle of Tort Gibson, the enemy
faliing back out of reach.

In this actiow the Filty-sixth Ohio had six men killed and
thirty wonnded and missing. ol Gibson was no great battle,
but of sufficient magnitude to lesi the guoality of the men, aund
we all had good reason to rejoice over the gallant action of the
regiment.

On May 2, early, we entered Port Gibson, a real pretty town.
The eaemy (he pight before had retived across Bayou Pierve, burn-
ing ihe bridge across that stream.

There has been cousiderable dispule in the National Tribune
by members of Benton's Brigade, of Carr's Thvision, about the
capture of this battery, they claiming that none of our division
was pear the battery until they had captwred it amd gooe on to
further conguests, All of the Fifty-sixth Ohio, who were Lthere,
Enow that there is no truth in their claim; and we may well inguire
if they took the hattery, “Why did they leave the encmy io pos-
session of their guns with their infantry sopports?’  The business
was Lo caplure guns and prisoners when we could. That was what
we weri [bere Tor, The prisoners and colors taken by the Filiy-
gixth Ohio, are all the evidence we necd to dizgpose of their claini.
A regiment came up in our rear and fired a volley inte vs and
the rebels we had eaptored, and it was a conimon report in the
regiment that in thatl volley they killed Corvporal James 1. Evans
of Company E, one of (he best goldiers in {he regimeui. The total
logg of onr army in (his battle was 130 killed anod 718 wounded
and missing,

The Thirieenth Corps remained at Port Gibson durving May 2,
und assisted in the constroction of a bridge across the south
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branch of Bayon Pierre. May 4, 1863, our division advauced some
ien miles north and near Lhe Big Black river, aod camped on a
hleak Lill, Owor rations were out, awd there was nothing in peach
to forage, except Lhe native black beans, which were guite a Inxury.
tut in gur extremity two of our mess secared a bee-hive full of
ju-ni—*}' and bees, and them we had beans, honey and slings: more
of the last than we wanted.

O May 6 we moved up to Rocky Springs.  This was a much
tiner eamp; and on the Tl we bad & grand veview of the corps by
tencral Grant. May 12 our division moved early, in the advance,
being the only troops near the Big Black river. We eane up on
the south side of Fourteen Mile creel.  The Fifty-sixth Ohio was
an 1he right of oor loe, and opear a road where there was a iwidge
geross the creek.  The rebels held the opposite side of the stream,
with their sharpshooters so posied as to control the bridege. Com-
pany A was ordered fo cross the cveek above the bridge and drive
ihe rebels away. They scon forced them back to lhe top of the
ritdge in our front.  Company I was also sent to support Company
A, and, soon after, the rest of the Pifty-sixth ceossed by the bridge,
-andd the entive division fullowed, We drove {hemn  steadily to
within (wo miles of BEdwards Depot, confronting Pemberton’s
vein aroy. The Fifty-+ixih Ohio was given the post of honor, and '
all of that night we lay oo owr arms in battle line in o cornficld. The
roll of vebel drums in frovt gave police of the cnemy’'s presence,

At daylighi of the 13th we drove the vebels about balf a mile,
and then, on guick fime, we moved {o {he southeast until we
giruek the Raymomd road, which we [ollowed all day., ‘Phe rain
fell in pitiless fury. We had streams o wade, and, thoroughly
soaked, lay out in the woods all night. On the 1ith we passed
through Raymond. Here we saw a large nomber who were
wounded in the battle of the 12th, when the Seventeenth Corps
ranted the enemy.

May 15tk we were off early, and veached Clinton, within ten
miles of Jackson, Mississippi, al noon. Frem here our division
made @ square tnrn to the wesl, on the road to Vickshnre, This
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road ran near the rallroad, and at nighl we camped oear Bolten
Stalion. This ground was the ecnemy’s outpost. They were driven
off, and we took possession of their cump fires. The detall for
picket duty was beavy, and as nighl cawe on there seitled down
upon the camp thai indefinable fecling that can pot be described,
but can never be forgutten, and many of oor comrades stood their
last watch on the picket line that uight; and the sharp report of
musketry bere and there cansed our rest in camp to be rather
broken.

L8
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CHADI'TER VI

Caamrion's HinL.

At the comnmencement of the vear 1862 the burden of the
war was wost sensibly felt ihroughout the loyal states. It wus bhard
to convinee all that the acts of the administration at Washington
had always been dictated by the wisest policy. The generals in
command, go [ap, had not proved to be surve leaders to an casy or
any otbher kind of vietory, but some had shown themselves alto-
goether incompetent.  Ofhers ad zecorved victories by the lavish
shoedding of blood, and ou at least one leld a mean and petty
jeslonsy had robbed the country of fhe precions lHves of our brave
solilicrs,

Swinfon, in his excellent book, “The Decizive DBattles of the
War,” in referring to onr comrades of the Army of the Tennessee
in this battle, nses the following language, on page 450, which goes
to show the importance of this battle in the wmind of this elegant
writer:  “And when the doomed Confederate armies, cowmpassed
in fatal toils, Tooked southerly for an outlef of escape, there came
rolling aeross the plaine of the Carolinas, healing pearer and
pearer, the droms of Champion ITi] and Shilob.”

Thiz battle to which we were now approaching sealed the
doom of Vicksburg, and il was wot only the most complete, hot
the elearest-ent victory sinee (he war began, and wasg the culmin-
ation of a series of splendid victories that beld fully 100,000 men
frora reinforcing General Lee’s swomy, and thereby making sure the
defeat of Gettysburg,  And, as has been well said, 1he bigh tide

of the rebellion was wmel af Champion’s Hill, down in the Missis- ©

sippi valler, and nof up in Maryland or Pennsylvania, and in that
stupendons conllicl was turned in favor of the preservation of
the Union. That it was preserved, and we are today a united
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country, that we have so much prosperily, peace apd freedom,
is due aloue to the endurance, gallantry, patriotism and vilor of
ihe rank and (e of the invineible Union soldiers of the North.

At this time the Twellll Division of the Thirteeulh Army
Corps, commanded by General Alvin 1*. Uovey, was composed of
thet following troops: The Eleventh, Twenty-fourth, Thirty-fonrth,
Torty-sixth and Forty-seventh Indiana Infaptry, the Twenty-ninth
Wisconsin Infantey, Twenty-fourth and Twenty-eighth lowa Infan-
try, and the Fifty-sixth Ohio Infantry; also the Sccond and Six-
tienth Ohio Light Artiilery, and the First Missouri Light Avtil-
lery, Battery A.

The Beventernth Corps, Logan’s division leading, ou the even-
ing of the 15th, were in onr immediate rear; Osterhan's and Carr's
divisions were some threc or fonr miles sonih, while A. J. Swith'a
and Blair's divisions were siill forther to the southwest, These
forr divisions were north of Ravmwond, and on two roads that lisil
to Edward’s Depot. One of these roads entered the Vicksborg
and Jackson road, on the west side of Champion's Till; the other,
further west, entercd the same road at Edward’s Depot. These
four divisions were ordered by General Grant to advance om to
the enemy’s posilion, bul for some unaccountable reason they
failed to do so, or to take apy part in the battle,

(ieneral Pemberton, having failed fo cross Baker's creek to
the south, conntermarched his army and crossed it near Edward’s
Depot by a bridge on the main road. 1iis iniention was Lo turn
south again, attack our rear and cut us off from our supposed base
of supplies at Grand Gulf. Butf, on the evening of the 15th of
May, he received the repeated order of General Johnston to join
his army at Clinfon, Mississippi, so that with united forces they
vould give ns battle, Ruot at thal time, and wnknown to both,
we had ovccupied Clinton and passed on beyond; and General Pem-
herton was ignovant of the fact that General Johuston had been
defeated nnd was retreating north to Canton, Mississippi. Then,
when ton late, and totally ignorant of the trme sitnation, Pem-
herion concluded to obey General Jobnston’s order, and with this
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ehjoct in view he starvied, early on {he morning of May 16, 1863,
east on the romd to Jackson, Mississippi. Dot General Graot, just
as early, movied our army west on the same road, which soon
resulied in the mecting of the hostile forces. General Pewberton,
whether parposely or not, bad sclected an exira strong position
for o defensive batile, on the rogged hill konown as Champion’s
Hill. On its casteru slopes were ravines and gullies, over which
grew large trees and underbrosh (hal were almost impenctrable;
thus pendering it very difficnlt to move [roops in anything like
complele forwation, but made it an ideal place for defense. The
Lill projer is one of the highest in that region, and dommanded a
e view of Lhe country to the east, over which our divizion was
advanecing.

Champion's house was to ihe left of the road and quite a
distanee east of the hill. On the morning of May 16, 1863,
Hovey's division moved forward al 6 . m. Cur men were in good
gpivity, the bloody recepfion so pear being mereifully veiled from
gieht. We were not long in passing over the short distunee from
oy e to whepre the enemy was awaiting our approach. The
worning was bright and warm. A1l ope plantation we had a hot
tinee in passing some bee-hives (hat had been disturbed by our
advanee,  On the slope of Chawmpion’s Hill, Hovey’s Jdivision
formed ipto battle Hne, and woviong forward crossed the field and
hedted vear the timber. There was skirmishing at the edge of
the wouds all along the line,

The Fifty-sixth Ohio was formed with the vight on (he road.
Ou our left was the Twenly-eighth Iowa, on our right the Twenty-
fourth Iowa, and to their right the Forty-seventh lodians. The
little while we lay in ithal open field, facing the dark woods, with
the whistling bullets coming thick and fast from an unseen foe,
was a trying time to all of us. Captain Jolin Cook of Company K
pow came up to the line. He bad been oo i1l to warch with his
compuny, and, as he appeared rather weak to take part in the
expected conllict, Captain Willimms urged him to retive to the
rear, but, with determination, he replied: *I am poing in with
my boys if it is (he last thing I ever do.” He went in with his
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compuny, and soon received a mortal wound, of which Le died six
days later. He was a brave and gallant man, and his death was
a great loss to the regiment.

Our skirmishers were soon deployed and moved forward.
How intently we waiched them as they entered the timber and dis-
appearcd from our view, many of them forever, It was but an
instant uniil there came the erash of thonsands of muskets. The
bullets fell 1hick and fast all about us. In a few moments, “For-
ward!” was the order; and the regiment entered the dark wonde
in the footsteps of ounr skirmishers. We found {lhey had not
advanced far, as the enemy was there in foree, and their fire was
heavy and hot from ihe start. Under tbis fire two brothers,
William Bass, Company A, and Byron Bass of Compapy H, were
killed withiu a moment of each other. The crash of musketry and
the boom of artillery were deafening and continual. The memory
of those fonr dreadfunl hours in that terrible orchestra of death
is indelibly fixed in the memory of every comvade who was pres
ent, and often in these later years we go back in memory io the
din and horrid uproar that seemed to rend and split the air, and
neither time por distance can efface from memory that thrilling
battle scene.

We met a stabborn resistance from the very start, and 1 give
the gray clad veterans of the Confederacy due credit for the
dauntless spirit that inspired (bem on this field of death. Every
foot of ground forward we had (o fight for. We drove them, step
by step, in our front to a long cornfield on top of the hill, which
was surrounded with timber on all sides.

TFrom here they fell back rapidly to the west side of the field,
to where the road from Raymond entered the road we were on.
Here from behind a strong rail fence they pourcd into us a deadly
fire. After entering the field a short distance the first of Com-
pany C, Henry Richards, fell in death, shot through the brain, and
all along the line men were being shot; some killed ontright, others
wonnded more or less seriously. But there was po halt.

“Porward!” was the command. When we were about two-
thirds of the way acress the field, as we halted to give them a
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volley, my brother, John H. Williams, was shot through the heart.
He was vaising bis muskel (o take aim, and ag he fell in death he
pitched his musket toward the evemy. 1L fell with ithe bayonet
stuck in the grounud, the stock staoding up. Captain Williams
sprang forward, grasped the muskel, and gave the enemy its con-
fents. | saw my brother fall, there being bul one man-between
ns in the froot rank of the company. T stopped for & moment at
his side, hoping he was pot seviovsiy hurt, but be pever moved,
The futal huliet, iike a fiash of lightuing, had blotied ont his Hte,

There was no stop. One comrade had his arm shot oll, and
others in the company and many more in the regiment were being
hit. PBul there was no halt; and, cloging up our ranks, we pressed
on, giving ecarveful attention to evers shot fired. We drove them
in our froot to and beyoud the road from Raymond, and it was
a sight to see the vebels falling back and casting away their
Wankets and other iupediments as far as we could see on our left,

Onpe brigade eaptured the Virginia Battery al the junciion of
the roads. ‘FPhe cnemy fonght their guns ontil most of them were
Lkilled or disabled. TFor a short time there was a Inll in the fiving
in pur immediate front, and, by permission of Captain Williams,
1 retorned to my brother's bhody, ag 1| thoought it wonld be my only
chanee, | seevred his waich and the other frinketz he had,
siraightonal him out and spread his rabber Blanked over him. The
Blapkel was folided peross his shoolder, and was perforated
throngh the several folds by the ball that took his life.

The enemy's fire began (o fperease on oar lell {front., and, on
my reforn to the company, Colonel Rayoor asked me to go fo the
commanding officer of the Twenty-cighth Towa Infontry, and re-
quest bim to bring his regimend up in line with the Fifty-sixth
Ohio. The Twenply-eighih halfed in a ravioe pear 1he cen-
ter of the field, bul (bey did not comply with the requesl. The
ballets came thick and fast, and T moved at a donble-quick gail in
ihe performance of this duly. On relurning fo the line, from our
pogition we conld see the epemy forming to allack ns. The woods
in onr front were gpen with a gradnal slope loward them, and
wilh their skirmishers well in advapes and their forces in two
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lines of battle, they charged owr force at lhe lence. Awx soon as
they were in range, lhose ol the regiment who were on their feet
opened fire on lhem, Most of the regiment at this time were
lying down behind the fenee, and fhey called from along the line
to sfop firing, that we were shooting at our own men. Bul we
paid no attention to them, as we koew better. Caplain Williams,
who was near, said: “Boys, you would better stop, they may be our
men,” Corporal David Evans said: “Captain, take a look af thew,”
One glance was enough,  “Up, boys, and give them hades!” was
the command. In a moment the whole regiment was giving them
u close and hot fire. Their line overlapped ours as far as could be
scen on our left, The open timber in onr front gave us a good
view of them as (hey came on. From iree {o lree, or any other
shelier, sprapg (heir skirmizhers uwotil some of them were just
across the road from us, and one had dropped belind a rvail cat
that T conld reach with my musket. Their first line under the
wilhering fire we were giving them from our strong position af
the fence bore off to onr right and lefi

On onr right the Twenty-fourth Towa, being in open timber,
was driven back affer the mosl desperate fighling. Our right
being nnprofecied, and having o support on our left, our regi-
ment was forced to leave the fence, for which the enemy made a
rush. In a moment we were under g most scorching fire from two
or three sides, from which our men fell thick and fast.

I witnessed the instant death of two of our gallant young
offtcers, Lieutenant Geo. W. Mauring of Company A and Lieoten-
ant Angustos 8, Chote of Company D. TIn their death the regi-
ment lost two of its most promising officers.  Loading and firing,
we fell back nnwillingly, bet at no time did we turn our backs fo
ihe foe. Al every favorable place we wonld halt and give them
a few rouands, At one peint, while we wore shooting from 1he
same stump, Richard Davis of Company C lell dead across my fest,
shot through {he hearl., e had just nrged me to be morve carefnl,
or fhey would shoot me. One glance satisfied me that he was
beyond any earthly help. Before I lefl this point, a general officer
of the enemy aod his siall rode up io the road in onr froot, urging
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his wen on. [ took deliberate aim at him with my Enficld, which =
pever snapped twice on ihe same lond. This, in all probability,
wag the rebel General Tilghman and staff. The General was killed
at this spol.

As we neaved the fence on our refreat, the fire was lervific.
As T turped to fire, my musket being about at prime, a bullet from
the enemy siruck the barrel of my muskel, the ball exploding.
Four small pieces were baried in the back of my hand, and several
mare in the stock of my Enfield. My musket proved to be in the
right place (o save me frow the fate of my fallen comrades, At
thiz time the sereeching shells and the seund of crasbing muosketry,
and the shouts of {he contestants, was @ sonnd to hear onee in a
lifetime, and remewmber to eternily. One of our boys hail bis can-
teer and haversacl strups cot off by bollets. Comrade Wm. D,
Davis had {he top of his cap shot off of his head, and another had
the side of Lig trousers cut off below the koee by pieces of sheils
it were bursting in our midst.  They made a charge for our flag,
bt Captain Yochem saw the danger and led a counfer charge, and
they were repulsed.  The froaps on onr righl were heing forced
slowly back, and Lhe epemy was gebling e our rear at the fence
om the casl side.

Near this fenee T stopped to belp Corporval Thomas 8. Jones,
who was shol through the leg, to the sheler of some brush. While
doing this their advance made a rosh for we, halted me, called
me hard pames, and were nearly clege enongh to lay hold of me,
but T hoped to see them later on, and nnder better conditions for
myself, The comrades who were there ean never forget the des-
peraie and deadly work from fhalt on. How we coufested for
those little ridges; how we clung ilo every fres, stump and
log, If there were any slragglers they were gone o the
rear, and it counld be secn in the determined face of every com-
rade the resolve, thut if morial man could hold that batile line,
they were the ones to do =o. Bhells were borsting in oor midst,
with falling branches from fhe {rees, and flying bruosh that was
being cut down. It was strange that any of us escaped. A piece
of shell knocked Captain Williams down. .1 assisfed 1o take him
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fo 1l road nearby, There 1 saw Generals Grant and Melherson,
also Fred Grant, up pear the battle line.

Our ammuonition was getting low, and we wore supplied by
stafl oflicers and others bringing it up to the line. A shell struck
Corporal David Evans of Company O, and tore a ierrible gash in
his breast. He was a man of fine physical frawme, but from the
effecis of this wonnd he died July 14, 1863, He was the compule
that captured the flag at Port Gibson on May 1, 1863,

From this point the enemy failed to drive us, and soon a hri-
gade of General Crocker's division came to our support.  As lhis
reinforcement came up to the decimatod remmant of our brigade
bolding that line, the commapding officer requested an officer near
me to have those stragglers fall in on the left of his brigade. The
officer addressed, with uplifted voice replied: “These are Lhe men
who have loughl this baitle. There are no stragelers here,”  The
gallant officer, as he looked at oor powider blackencd faces, took
off his hat and said: “T beg your pardon.  Trae epough, Chere are
uo stragglers on this line”

In a shorl lime we began to drive them back over the same
gronnd, the third time for us (o go over it.  The enemy toward the
last fell hack rvapidly, [resher troops following (hem.

Greneral Grant, in his Memoirs, Vol. 1, page 520, says: “Hovey
remainad on the field where his troops bhad fought o bravely and
Bled so freely.” He also says: “Hovey captured 300 prisoners
under fire, and abood T in all, exclusive of 500 sick and wounded,
whom he paroled.”  Also, on page 519, he says: “Hovey alone lost
more than onpe-third of his division,” and, on the same page, Le
gays: “Hovey was bearing the brunt of the battle”  And on page
518 he savs: “The battle of -Champion’s Hill lasted about four
hours of hard lghting, preceded by two or three hours of skirm-
ishing, some of which almost rose to the dignity of baitie. Every
man of Hovey's division and of McPherson's two divisions were
engaged during the baltle. No olber pari of my command was
engaged at all.”

The regiment lost a total of 138 killed, wounded and missing,
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It is proper here to give lhe pames of our comrvades who, as a
part of the young manhood of the Linited States, foughl and died
as soldicrs never did before, and vindicated the right of [iberty
to continue Lo ihe end of time. Thuat they were the choice spirits
of the regiment, all will acdhii.  The killed were: Lieulenant Geo. -
W, Manring, Willium Bass, W. R. Allen, Jobn Hoffman, Edward
Hollenbael, Michael Rifllemacher, Heury Wichards, John H, Wil
Hams, Richard Daviz, Licotenant Augastos 8. Chote, Luke Clifford,
Thomas B, Dadds, Turner Eaton, George Rife, Clement T, Huob-
bard, Martin Downey, M. Frecland, Henry H. MeGowan, Wm. F.
Porter, Samuel B Qmartz, Byron Bass, W, J. Mavshall.

The mortally wounded were: A, M. Muartindale, david Evans,
W, Crabtree, Hlenry H, Lewis, David AL Loveland, John E. Veacl,
Heury Martin, Arvchibald Geovge, YWm. Jones, John 1, Markell,
Geo, W, Roclkwell, James Fields, Charles W. Hill, Duncan Me-
Kenzie, James I). DLoren, Merit Campbell, Geovge Trvine, James
Martin and Captain Johu Conl.

Also the following were wonnded more or less severely: Col-
onel W. H. Raynor, Captain Geor. Wilhelm, wounded and cap-
tured, turued on his guard and broought him inlo our line; Captain
W. B, Williams, Lieulenanl Martin Owens, Lientenant J. A, Ale-
shire, T. Harkizson, Martin 5. Allen, Chas, Rlosser, L. C. Chappell,
Jarvis Coply, Elias John=on, Wm, T2 Jones, Wm. T. S8axton, Fred
Held, Geo. Emling, Geo. Meizner, Heary Meyer, L. D, Davis, Thos.
. Navis, Thos. & Jones, VW Edwaesds, 8 Dalevuple, E. E. Ed-
wards, Henry Nolte, David Fdwards, Joshna Lewis, Thos, J. Wil-
liaws, Edward Gondy, Daniel Thomas, James Anderson, John
Barr, James Odle, Heazon Forgeson, Wees Grillith, Daniel Wil-
liams, James M. PPeaze, George W. Cox, Jazper Font, Joel Burnett,
F. M. Beth, Wesley Murphy, John Shaw, Jos. Davidson, Lawrence
Hahn, James W, Tanler, Martin Powers, Adam Siemon and Joseph
Vanlleet, and »u nomber more were captured and missing out of 2
few over three hundred in ravks.

We woent into camp af the vight of the Vicksborg road on the
enemy’s side of the bafticfield, powder stained, tired and hongry.
That was ope day at least that the important malier of dinner was
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forgotten, and onr supper was a light ove. Shortly after darlk
Licutenant Roberts, Evan BEdwards, A, 5 Dreennan and W T
Davis of Company € went back with me to give the boys of our
company some ort of a burial. We made a torch, and by its
light saw some of the awlnl sights of that desperale battlefield.
One, always remembered, was a very large and iall rebel, stiff in
death, silting with his back against a tree; with deadly pallor he
geemed {0 waze at the horrors before him, and so mavy lying dead
as they feil. friend and foe alike. We soon found onr dead com-
rades. We were withont tools of any kind, but a kind hearted
comrade, one of the pieneer corps, who was passing, learned our
noeds and gave us his shovel,  Witl this we soon prepaved a grave,
and gide by side laid oor comeades of Company C, their ghronds
being their old rubber blankets. 'The same work was being dome
by comrades of the other companies; and the remaivs of comrades
who fell there now monlder in (he unkpown graves of {he largest
Wational cemetery in the Uniled States, at Vicksburg.

The dreadful sights on that bleody ground ecan never be for-
gotten.  Where onr brigade charged {he enemy’s battery at the
jouciion of the voads the dead men and borses wer: in piles, as
they were before our first brigade,

In 1805, in Jackson, Ohio, a stranger, in appearance a grizzled
veteran, inguired of me if L bad writfen a sketch of this batile,
which he had read in the Stapdard-Journal, our county paper. 1
informed him ihat 1 bad. “Well,” said he, “you gave a fair
deseription of the conflici, as I was (here, but nof on your side, but
a member of the batiery al {he juneiion of (he road (hal your men
charoeed.”  For our work in this battle history gives us high honor,
go we need not be silent. Hovey's Twelfth Division, Thirteenth
Army Corps, out of 4,180 men, losl: Killed 211, wonnded 872 and
missing 11%; total 1,202,

General Grant says he had about 15,000 men engaged. Gen-
eral Pemberton, commanding the enemy, admits he had 18,000
men. Abrams, u Coufederale authorily, gave him from 23,000 to
26,000 men. “Ohio in the War,” says: “The battle of Champion's
Hill sealed the doom of Vicksburg” The Countl of Paris, in hig
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History of the Civil War in America, styles Champion's Hill “the
Lill of death,” adding thai il (the battle} was the most complele
defeat the Confederates had suvstained since ibhe commencewenc
of the war.

1larper’s History of the Great Rebellion bas this to say of
Champion’s Hill: “Wken the order came, ordering forward, the
left anid center, (he right voder ovey, had been contending for
nearly two hours against superior numbers. Hovey's division of
iwo hrigades, nine snall regiments, bore the brunt of the whole
confliet. Directly in his front was the Confederate General Stev-
enson’s division, composed of four brigades, posted in a strong
position on Chawmpion’s Hill. Ie (Hovey] had been repulsed,
leaving behind 11 puns captured from the enemy; but his men, un-
daunted and vnder cover of a heavy artitlery fire, again advanced
and carried the closely contesied field.”

Geperal Hovey in bis veport speaks in these words: “I can
not think of this bloedy hill withouf sadoess and pride. Sadoess
for the great Josas of my troe and gallant wen; pride for the heroic
bravery they displayed. Ii was, after the confliel, literaily the
hill of death; men, hovses, cannon and the debris of an army lay
seattersd in wild confusion; hundreds of the gallant Twellth Divi-
gion were cold in deatl or writhing in pain, and, with a large
number of Crocker’s gailanl boys, lay dead, dying or wounded,
intermingled with ovre failen foe, 1 pever saw fighting like this.
The loss of my division on this field was nearly one-third of my
forces engaged.”

General Lovey wentions the troops in these words: “Of the
Twenty-ninth Wisconsin, Tweunly-fourth and Twenty-cighth Iowa,
in what words of praise ghall I speak? Not more than six monihs
in the gervice, their record will eompare with the oldest and best
tried regiments in the field, All honor is due to their galiant
officers and mep, and Colonels Gill, Bryan and Connell bave my
thanks for the skill with which they handled their respective com-
mands apd for the fortitude, endurance apd bravery displayed by
their gallent men. It is useless to speak in praise of the Eleventh,
Tweniy-fourth, Thirty-fouril, Forty-sixth and Fortv-seventh Indi-
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ana and Fifty-sixth Ohio. They bave won laurels on many fields,
and not only iheir country will praise, but posterity will be proud
{o elaity kivship with the privates in (be rauks. They bave a his-
tory that Colonel Macaunley, Colonel Spicely, Colonel Uameron,
Cotouel Lringlhurst, Lieutenaut Colonel McLaughlin and Colonel
Raynor and Lheir children will be proud to vead.”, No battle of
the Civil War can show # finer display of the valor and siaying
qualitics of the Union volunteer {(han did Champion’s Hill, An
hour on that awial field was equal to years of ordinarvy time. Buol
eight other Obio regiments lost 4 larger number of men ip any one
 epgagement than did the Fifiysisth Ohio at Chawpion’s Hill.
No battle fonglit for the preservation of the Union was more im-
portant and sucecssful than Champion's ETill. At that fime the
conniry, disconraged under the disasters of Lhe previous fall and
winter, felt that the very existence of the great vepublic was in
peril.  The previous year had been one of mistakes and Jdisasters
in the department of war and iu Lbhe field. The winter had been
hard, and cxtremely so, to the troops in the sonthwest. At Helena
and Milliken's Bend hundreds had died of fovers and other discases
50 conmuon in thal swampy rvegion. The drums beating {he dead
mavch, and the volleys of wusketry over the graves of our comrades
werve too often heard, and in the homes of the North fell with crush-
ing effect upon the hearts of the people. Bul from this memaorable
day there seemed no more doubt as to the final success of the
Union canse, though {he time was long thereafter aud ike conflicts
many and terrible betore the end was reached.

The Twelfth Division of the Thirteenih Corps leading, on that
eventful May 16, wilh Lopan’s and Crocker's divisions of the Sev-
enteenth Corps, met and crushed the Confederate army, ouve of the
most complete and dizastrous defeats of The war for 1he Unioz;
and fromw 1hiz time, upti]l the enemy lay down {heir arms at Appo-
mattox, {he safety of the Union seemed assured.

To yndorstand the importance of this battle, it is necessary
to reinember that il is a matier of record that the rebel General
Pendleton had nnder his command and ready to sopport him about
82,000 men at the time our forces crossed the Mississippi river at
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Broinsbueg; (LU0 of them were ab Grand Gulf, Vicksburg and
Jackson, and the rest of his forces at nearhy points, all within easy
supporting distance; and it is also a tock that General Grant had
up Lo and incloding Clampions Fill only about 40,000 memn.

The records show that Geoeral Pemberton had with him in
the buttle of Champien = THI vighty regimenis of infantry and ien
batteries, in all fully 25 000 men.  The enemy on their own chosen
field were mosl disnstiously defeated by an inferior foree. And
as a result of that defeat they lelt hehind thirty picees of arbillery,
10,000 stands of small arms, and ofber war material, over 3,100
dead and wounded and over 3,000 prisoners.

General Grant himself asserts (hat, leavivg out the divizions
on fhe left, that virtoally took po part in the bLaiile, we had less
than 15000 aciually engaged.



=4 HrsToRICAL SKETCH OF THE

CHAPTER VIL

Trr ScE oF VICKSBURG AND JACKSON-—ON TO
MNatcHEZ aND Nrw OnLrans.

Ou May 17 our division moved up to Edward’s Depot. The
only staud made by General Pemberton’s demoralized army was
at the crossing of the Rig Black river. Ilere it was fouud by
Osterhans’ and Carv’s divisions of the Thirteenih Corps on the
17th strongly posted on boll: sides of the river. At this point, on
the west bank—the maio position of the enemy—blulls extended
to the water's edge. On the east bunk tbere is an open bottom
a mile wide, surrounded by a staguant bayoun two or three feet in
depth and f{rom ten to twenty in widilk. Behind this bayon ihe
enemy had thrown up rifle-pits. A charge was made by onr troops,
Nol a shot was fired by the gailant assailants uutil they had erossed
the bayou. They theu poured in a volley, and, withoul reloading,
swept on with fixed bayouels, aund the position was hLastily aban-
doned by the Confederates, leaving in their works eighteen guons,
1,751 prisouers, and lerge guaniities of small arms and slores.

We moved up and reached Black river on the 19th. On the
20th we were gent to Bridgepori, and returncil (he next day. May.
22 we warched up to the line of investinent arcound Vicksburg.
We were quartered # short distance in Lhe rear of our trenches,
apd in close range of musket balls, Shells and round shot were
too frequent callers.  On May 23 the regiment was in the trenches
und had an exceedingly hol time of it, The regiment was on duty
every day, on guard in the rifle-pits or digging in the {renches.
There was hardly &« man who did nol have many narrow and won-
derful escapes. Ii was a common Lhing to have a ball shot throngh
one's hat or clothing., In ike riflepits we fired from fifty to sev-
enty rounds a day, and death Torked ou every bhand, whether on or
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off duty, Comrade Noah Starvcber of Company E was mortally

wounded by a musket ball while lying =ick on a hospital cot in -
the regimental hospital. which was quite a distance in the rear
of where the regiment was quartered for forty-two days and nights.

This ssune doty in kind continued until July 3, 1863, On that
day Compauny C was at the head of the trench about (hirty feet
from nne of their forts, A rebel sharpshooter grazed my ear, and
abont the last canmon they fired, on that part of 1he line at least,
was al our company. We could see they were np lo something
mare than vsual, and we watched their port-holes so clogely (hat
it wus npsafe for them to fire a gun.  But they did take the risk
and fired o load of srape and canisler into 1he head of our french,
knocking over the gabions we lLad at the bead of ibe {rench and
covering several of ns with dirt and robbish. Home of the boys
thought we were killed, but none of ns was scriously injured.
July 4, 1863, dawned bright and glorionsly, a day of snered mem-
gries to all who love libevly and [reedow, and increasingly so to
the Tnion army before Vieksburg, for, after a most heroic delense,
the Confederate General U'emberton sorrendered to General Granot
his army of 31,600 men, together with 172 cannons, about 60,000
muskets and a large mmoval of ammunition, it being the largest
army ever captured or smrendered on the western hemisphere, or
in auy part of the world in woedern Tines.

Oue line of investmen! was over fifteen miles, extending from
Haines’ Bloff fo Vieksbnrg, and on to Warrenfon. The enemy’s
line was abount seven miles long. Vieksburg was finely sito-
ated for defewse.  (Ou the porth the hills at the highest poinl rise
to about two bundred [eel ahove the Missiszippi river, and are
cut up by ravines and small streams. The raviues were grown op
wilh eane and brash. The only hope of rvelief the imprisoned Con-
federates had in Vickshurg was in the Confederate General Jos.
F. Johnston's being able to drive ofl a portion of our force, so they
conld withdraw their troops.

By the 25th of June our position was so strong thal a less
number was required for the investment. Thercopon General
Grrant detached General W, T. Sherman, with a division from each
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of the Thirieenth, Fifieenth and Seventeenth Corps and General
Lavman's division Lo see that General Johnston did not interfere
with the siege of Vicksburg, Geueral Johnston had goilered an
army of about 24,000 men. Geperal Granl wrote Genecal Sher-
man that he must defeni CGeneral Johnston at least fifteen miles
from our works. Most of the troops were not allowed to enter
the stronghold they bad assisted to caplore; but on July 5 the
remainder of the Thirteenth and Fifteenil Corps was sent to rein-
force Lhe troops already under Geuweral sSherman.

General Johnston vetreated to Jackson, Mississippi, our forces
following him eclogely, going over nearly the same roads we had
marched over in our advance on to Vicksburg., The weather was
intenscly Lol, the rowds very dusty and water exceedingly scarce.
July 9 our forces veached Jacksou, and on Lhe 10th Hovey's divi-
sion closed up ou the line of investmenl late in the day. On (he
11iith we bad some heavy skirmishiog at Lyuch’s ereck, and on the
12th more bard skirmishing along the Raymond voad. Our regi-
ment was on the vight of Hovey's division, snd on our right was
Tanman's division, which suffered a bheavy loss in an assault npon
the epemy's fortificalions in their front. This assaull was made
by a misunderstanding of orders. The siege was prosecuted vig-
orously until the morning of July 17th, when it was found the
enemy had evacnated during the night, after destroying his stores
and supplies. Our forvces followed them for several miles, but
failed to overtake them. The railroads entering Jackson were
broken up, and then General Bherman, leaving a garrison in the
Capital City, drew back bis line to the Big Black. And on the
24th of July, as the regiment was on its way back to Vicksburg,
at the crossing of the Big Black river, a violent stowvm of rain,
with thupder and lightning overtook us, and Color Bergeant Wi,
Roherts took shelter vnder a tree, which was sirnck by lighining,
buorling him (o the ground and paralyzing lis left side, and the
flag was stripped from its sfall as though cut with a sharp knife.
Bergeant Koberts pever folly recovered [vom the shock,

On July 25 our division reached Vieksburg and went into
camp below Lhe eity, and we then had a chanee to see some of the
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