Peoria History Facts

The newspaper listed 17 dry goods stores and nine other retail outlets; two Presbyterian meeting
houses; one Presbyterian, one Methodist and one Unitarian clergyman; two schools, one for girls
and one for boys: 10 physicians; 12 lawyers; eight carpenters and 41 other craftsmen in several
trades; five saw mills; three flour mills and one brewery.

. i In 1858, lots were purchased at Madison Avenue and

Fulton Street and a new city hall was built the next year. at a cost of $10,000. This two-story

orick and stone structure had a 60- foot bell tower, The fire engine room and offices for the

mayor and police were on the ground floor, with the city prison in the rear. The second floor

consisted of rooms and offices for the council, city clerk, city engineer and other officials.

Also in 1859, a market house was built adjoining City Hall facing Madison Avenue, which also
cost $10,000.

Hotel in town, was called the Jeiferson Hotel, a local tavern was the Rocky Glen Tavern

John Hamlin constructed a flour mill on Kickapoo Creek in 1830 and thus began Peoria's first major
industry. E.F. Nowland's pork packing plant in 1837 started another. Strong early industries
inciuded casting foundries, carriage factories, pottery makers, wholesale warehousing, glucose
factories, furniture makers, and ice harvesting.

At the time Andrew Eitle began his brewery (1837) and Almiron S. Cole built his distillery
(1843), no one could foresee Peoria would become the world leader in the distilling industry.
During this era Peoria had 22 distilleries and several breweries. They produced the greatest amount
of internal revenue tax on alcoholic beverages of any single revenue district in the U.S. The great
wealth enabled Peoria to begin a building boom of magnificent private homes, parks, churches,
schools. and municipal buildings. ol s

Farm machinery manufacturing was initiated by William Nurse in 1837. Toby and Anderson's
stee] plow of 1843 met with nationwide success. Kingman Plow Co.. Acme Harvester Co., Selby,
Starr & Co., and Avery Manufacturing Co. were once dominant in Peoria.

Distilleries, breweries. agricultural and machine tool foundries were big business in Peoria.

The main streets were Adams, Hamilton. and Main: the upper class lived on High Street.
Newspapers were the. Peoria Daily Democrat, Peoria Herald and Peoria Daily Transcript.

Main Crops were Corn, Oats, Rye. and Wheat. Pigs were also a staple on farms in the county.
By 1360. two railroad lines ran through the city, one the [linois River Railroad, buiit in 1853,
which ran north and south. following the river. The other, was the Peoria and Oguawka built in
t86(). which ran East and West.

Of domestic fruits, the apple and
peach are chiefly cultivated. Pears are tolerably plenty
in the French settlements, and quinces are cullivated with
success by some Americans,  Apples oare easily culti-
vated, and are very pmductive. They can he m:-.d‘e to
bear fruit to considerable advantage in seven years from
the seed. Many varieties are of fine flavor, and grow to
a large size. I have measured apples, the growth of St
Clair county, that exceeded thirteea inches in circamfe-
rence. Some of the early American settlers provided
orchards. They now reap the advantages. Butalurge
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praportion of the papnlation of the frontiers are content
without this indispensable article in the vominrts of a
yankee farmer. Cider is iade in small quantities in the
old settlements. Inzfew yearsa supply of this beverage
can be had in most parts of 1]linois.

Peach 1recs grow with great rapidity, and decay pro-
portionahly soon.  From tew to fifteen years may be
cousidered the life of this tree. Our peaches are delicious,
hut they sometimes fail hy heing estroyed in the germ
by winter frosts. The bud swells prematurely.

Garden Vegetables ean be produced here in vast profu-
ston, and of exeellent quality.

That we have few of the elegant and well dressed gar-
deus of gentlemen in the old slales, is admitted; which is
nol owing to climate, or soil, but to the want of leisute
and means.

A cabbage head two or three feet in diameter Including
the leaves, is no wonder on this soj). Beels olien excecd
twelve inclies in eircumference, Parsnips will penetrate
our light, porous soil, to the depth of twa or three feet,

The cultivated vegetabie productions in the field, are
maize or Indian corn, Wwheal, cats, barley, buckwheat,
Irish potatoes, sweet potatoes, - tornips, rye for horse
feed and disiilieries, tobaceo, soiion, hemp, flax, the
castor bean, and every other production common to the
middle slates,

Muize is 2 staple production. No farmer ean live with-
out it, and hundreds raise lintle else. This is chieily owing
to the ease with which it is cultivated. Its uverage yield
13 fifty bushels to the acre, 1 have oftentimes seon it pro-
duce seventy-five bushels to the acre, and in g few in-
stauces, excer:d one hundred,

Wheat yields a good and sure crop, especially in the
eounties bordering on the Ulingis river, and through the
northern parts of the state. It weighs upwards of 60
peunds per bushel; and flour from this region has prefer-
eace in the New Orleans market, and passes heller jn-
spection than the same article from Ohio or Kentucky.

In 1325, the weavel, for (e Giysl time, made ils ap-
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pearance in St. Clair and the adjacent connties, u__qz_ “:H
oecasionally renewed its visits sipee. W :__#___z_“”m a
two seasong, some fields have bheen injured by the ﬁu.. "
A common but slovenly practice amongst .._Mn_ .”.::ﬁq ;
ia, to sow wheat amongst the standing nu_._....uﬂ_ m P nmﬂ__mu_“
and cover it by runaing a ?...m furrows with t Hm,ﬂ. 0 ar .,
between the rows of corn. 'The dry stalks .“_:..m Hr...._u: m_,m
down in the spring, and Jeft on the groond. Fﬂm:ﬁ m.. #___m
imperfect mode, fifteen ar twenty bushels of w mn_ Lo 5
acre are produced. But where the ground s :.uﬂ._s_._
pared hy fallowing, and the seed put in E.:E E_ﬂﬂﬁ_ ,_.m._.m
a good erop, averaging from :E...__G-m:.“n to ¥
bushels per acre, rarely fails .E_?m procure ._ o me
The average price of wheat is one n_a_.rﬁm o .u... g
twenty-five cents per hushel, varying a __:_ m__ nﬂ.._z_ __m=
the competition of mills and facilities to 3___“ iet. ﬂ_ .q_.u._.m __u“_m.
instances a single E:_w of wheat will pay the HEREN r.l
purchasing the land, fencing, breaking the z_,;,____““.ﬂwﬁ_.m_m
putting in the erop, harvesting, threshing, and 1 .:.W,_.E.A_
market. Wheatis now frequently sown on the pratric
as a first crop, and a good yield obtained. S
Flouring mills are now in operation in _._..._ﬂ.hm o ok
wheat growing counties. Steam power 15 ge :_“.\u:ﬂ
extensive use both for sawing and manafa E___..:um MJ i
Jtis to be regratied that so few of our aﬂq:wﬂ_,maum 5
erected barns lor the security of _U_HE,H LTS, ; 1 a.&—. n.. 2
more profitable, and really more indispensable to 2 farmer,
q laree barn. . 4
:..“.,HEN #pmm not heen much raised till le.ﬂm*. _._a___.___mm_,_.wﬂn
very productive, often yielding from _E:, to *_“, " ._.;. ,_<:m
on the acre, and nsually sell from tw enty to th m_..ﬁ:mn..,m&..
the bushel. The nnq,u.a fur the nse of stage an
} iz incroasing.
Emh.wmm_m”....w H_ m:_:ﬁa.._._ﬂﬁ __,__s..____. in the mas:ﬁq: __“:.”rh____...
this state, as it is in Missonri. It ?J,w. not .“_m.“m.. o e
sively enhivated, but wherever tried, iz _.E.E_ ..ﬂ_.,ﬁ ,,.q,_"_..__u_
ductive, and of an excellent quality. 1t might be ms
conalry. \
’ mﬂ__w._.m._ww”_..w__ﬂ ”#"H:ur A w..,.::._ y and noxious weed, which no
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human being onght ever to nsa, ean be produced in an

quantity and of the first guality in 1)linois. 4

. Cutten, for many years, has been suceessfully cultivated

.._H.m E_m slale H.E.mn_.Enu:n use, and some for exportation,

i wo or three epinning factories are in operation, and pro-

uce colton yarn from the growth of the country with
promising suceess.  This branch of husiness admits of
enlargement, and invites the attention of eastern manu-
facturers with small eapital.  Mucl of the eloth made in
families who have emigrated from states south of the

G_:_u is from the cotton of the country.

Flaz is produced, and of a telerable quality, but not
cqual to that of the northern states. It is said to be pro-
cuetive and good in the northern counties. There L an
oil mill to manufucture oil from the sced, in Sangamon
__.“:_hh._..____,, 3

I'be palma elristi, or castor oil bean, is produced in
considerable quantities in Madison, Randolph, and ather
MM“HHM_“”_:.L large quanlities of oil are expressed and
._ Supreel %AE&E are a delicions reot, and yield abundant-
%wﬂﬁw.h y on the American r.e:_u_ﬂ_ and rich sanly
g But little has been done 1o introduce enltivated Erasses.

lie prairie grass looks coarso and unsavory, and yet
ont horses and cattle will thrive well on it. Tt is alread

knawn to the reader that this grass disappears when 5“__“
settlements mu:m:zm round a prairie, and the eattle cat off
the young growth in the spring. Consequently in a few
years, the natvral grass no longer exists.

Ltis to be regretted that so few have theuaht of pro-
viding themselves with natural meadows of mmu___ or mere
acres to each plantation, by a process so cheap as that
of feneing in the prairie, before the cattle had subdoed
the nataral grass, and preserving it with avery little care
In A perfectly nalural stals. b e
_ But this notien was eatirely incorrect. Ta prodoes
timothy wilh success, the uround must be well eultivated
in the summer, either by an early crop, or by fullowing,

=]

OF ILLINOIS, 23

and the seed sown about the 20th of September, at the
rate of ten or fwelve quarls of clean seed fo the ncre, and
lightly brushed in.

If the season is in any way favourable, it will get a ra-
pid start before winter. By the last week in June, it
will produce two tons per acre, of the finest of hay. It
then requires a dressing of stuble or yard manure, and
occasionally the turf may be seratehed with a harrow, to
prevent the roots from hinding too hard. Dy this process
timothy meadows may be made aml preserved. “There
are. meadows in St Clair county, which have yielded
Lieavy crops of hay in suecession, for several years, and
bid fuir to continue for an indefinite period. Cattle, and
especially horses, should never be permitted to run in
meadows in lilinois. The fall grass may be eropped
down by calves and colts. There is buta little more
labour required to produce a erop of timothy than a crop
of vats, aud as there is not a stone or a pebble Lo interrupt,
the soil may be tuened up every third or fourth year for
corn, and allerwards laid dowan to grass again.

A species of blue grass is cultivated by som= farmers
for pastures. If well set and not eaten down in summer,
blue grass pastures may be kept green and fresh till late
in aulumn, or even in the winter. The linglish spire
grass has been cullivated with success in the Wabash
COUniry.

OF the trefoil, ar elover, there is but little cultivated,
A prejudice exists against it, as it is imagined to injnre
horses by affecting the glands of the mouth, and causing
them to slaver, It grows luguriantly, and may be eut
fur hay early in June.” The white clover comes in natur-
ally, where the ground has been cultivated, and thrown
by, or aleng the sides of old roads and paths, Clover
pastnres would be excellent for swine.

Animals, OF wild animals there are several species.
The baffalo is not found on this side the Mississippi, nor
within several hundred miles of St. Lonis. "T'his avimal
once roamed at large over the prairies of Hlinois, and was
found in plenty thirty years since. TFolves, Panthers,
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and wild cafs wre still numerous on the frontiers, and
throvgh the unseitled portions of the eountry. Wolves
Larbor in almost every county, and annoy the farmer by
destroying his sheep and pigs. There are three species
found in Hlinois:

Lo The large gray wolf, or canis lupus of’ Linneus, is
not very pleaty, and not ecammenty found in the older sat-
Uements.

2. T'he bluck wolf, or canis lycann of Linneus, is searce,
Occasionally they are killed by our hunters.

3. Thz canis lulrana of Say, or comwon prairie wolf, is
the most emamaen, and found tu considerable numbers.
This suischievous animal is but little larger than the
common fox, hurrows fa the prairics, and comes forth in
the night to attack sheep, pigs, pouliry, &ec. Many of
the suttlers keep hiounds to guard against the depredations
ol this animal,

Pantliers and wild cats are lees common, but occasion-
ally do mischief.

Lleer wrc wlso very numerous, and are valnable, particu-
Tarly to that eluss of our population which Las been raised
to froutier hablis; the flesh alfording them foed, and the
skins, clothivg.  TFresh venison hams nsuaily sell seven-
ty-tive cents, toone doilar fifty centsza pair, and when pro-
perly cured, ars a delicions article, i M

Domestic nimals,  ‘These are the sume as are found
in other portions of the United Btates. Dutlittle has been
done to improve the Lreed of lorses amongst us.  Our
commun riding or working horses average ahout (ifteen
hands in height, Horses are much more used liere than
in the rastern states, and many a farmer keeps half a
dozen or more.  Mueh of the travelling throughout the
western country, botlt by men snd women, is performed
on horsebacl; and a large propartion of the land carriage
is by means of Jarge wagons, with from lour to six stout
Yiorses for a team. A great proportion of the ploughing
is performed by liorse labor.  llorses are more subject lo
diseases in this conntry than iu the old states, which is
thounght o be oceasionad by bad management, ratlier than
by theclimate. A good farm horse can be purchased for
fitty dollars.  Riding, or curringe horses, of a superior
quality, cost about sixty, eighty, or 2 hundred dollars.
B-eeding mares are profitable stock for every farmer to
licep, as their aunual expense in keeping is but trifling,
their Jabor is always needed, and their ccmm_ wlhen grown,
fir.d wready market. Some farmers keep a stallion, and
eight or ten brood muses.

Mules ure raised in Missonri and are also brought from
Mexicun dowinions into Illineis. 'They are handy
anbmals, grow o a good size, and are used by some both
for 1abour and riding,

Qur neat cattle ave usually inferior in size to those of
the old states.  This is owing entirely (o bad manage-
ment.  Qur cows are not peaned up in pastore fields, bur
suffered to tun at large over the commons. Henco all
the calyas are nrasarwad  apiloaad —aen b b
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entice ihe cows homeward atevening, They are kept np
through the day, and ofientimes withont moech pasture,
and turned Lo the cows for a few minntes at night, and
then permittod to graze through the night over the shoit
and withered grass around the plantation.

Tu autumn their food is very scanty, ond during the win-
ter they ave permilled to pick up a precarions snbsistenee
amongst filly or & hundred head of cattle. With such
management, is it surprising that our cows and stcers are
wuch inferior to those of the old states?

And yet, our beef is the finest in the world, It hears
the best inspeetion of any in the New Orleans market.
Dy the first of June, and vficn by the middle of May, our
young caltle on the praides are At for market. They do
not yield large quantities of tallow, but the fatis weil
proportioped throughout the carcase, and the meat tender
and delicious. Dy iuferiority, then, I mean the size of our
cattle in gencral, and the quantity and quality of the milk
of cows,

Common cows, il suffered to lose their milk in Angust,
become sufliciently fat for table use by October,  Farraw
heifers and stecrs, are good beef, and fit for the knife at
any period after theiddle of May. Nothing is more
common than for an Winois favmer 1o go among his stloek,
sclect, shioot dowu, and dress a fine heel, whonever fresh
meat is necded.  'I'his is often divided out amongst the
neighhours, who, in turn. kill and share likewise. Tt is
commion at earmp and other large meetings, to Lill a heef
and three or four hogs for the sabsistence of [riends from
a distance,

We can hardly place limits upon the amount of beef
cattle that 1llinois is eapable of producing. A lTarmer
ealle himself poor, with 2 hundred head of bhorned cattle
around him. A cow in the spring is worth from twelvo
to twenty dollars. Some 2_\_:5 best quality will sell
higher.  And let it be distinetly understoad, otee for all,
thal a poor man can always purchase horses, cuttle, hogs,
EHA_ provisions, fur labor, either by the day, month, or
.TU Ja

Cows, in general, do uot praduce the same amount of
milk, nor of as rich a quality as in older states, -

From the springing of the grass tilt Septam-
ber, butter is made in great profusion. It sells at that
season in market for about twenty cents, and in the inte-
rior of the state for twelvecents per pound,  With proper
care it cau be preserved wilh tolerable sweetness for win-
ter's use.  Late in antwmn and early in the winler, some-
times butter is not pleaty. ‘The feed becomes dry, the
cows range further off, and do not come up readily for
milking, and dry up. A very litle trouble would enable
a farmer 1o keep three or lour good cows in fresh milk at the
season most needed.,

Cheese is mada by wany families, especially, in the
connties bordering on the llinois river. Good cheese
gells for eight and somelimes len cents, and finds a ready
matket,

. Swine. This species of stock may be called a staypl
in the provision of Iliaois, Thousands of hogs are raise
without any expense, except a few breeders (0 stert witl
and a little uttention in huwting them on the range, an
keeping them tame. o
Phis kind of porlcis by no means equal to that raise
mf:; fated on com, and in a domestic way. Tt is sofl
oily, and will not bear inspection at Now Orleans, |}
usually sells for threa dollars per bundred,
.Hua:ﬁ that is made in a domestic way and {atted on corn
will seit for from four ty five dolfars, according (o size
quality, und the time when it is delivered. \Vitla ?am:_m
of elover or blue grass, a wall filled corn erih, adairy, ant
slop barrel, and the usval care that a Now Inglander be

stows on his pigs, pork may be vaised from the sow, fut
ted and killed, and weigh from two hundred to twe hand
red and fifty, within twelve months, and this metiod ¢
raising pork would be profitable,

Few families in the west and soull: put vp their porlei
salt plekle.  Thelr method is to salt 1t sulliciently to py
pare it for smoking, and then make bacon of hams, shou)
ders, and middlings or broadsides. The jprice of bacen
taking the hog round, is ubont fen and twelve cents. Goo
hams command twelve cents in the market, Stock hogs
weighing from sisty to one hundred peunds, alive, uy
sell for from two dollas to two dollars and Gty cents pe
head, Tamilies consume moch more meat tn Uligels, iy
proportion to nunbers, than in the old states,

Sheep do very well in (his country, especially in (h
older settlements, wheve the grass has become shart, ang
they are less molested by wolves. Hut few ae kept
The people ftom the south are more accustomed (o cottoy

fur clothing, than to wool, which selis for 6ty cents
g ; ]

per pound.  Litle is said or done to improve the hree

of shieep, or intruduce the Merino, or Saxouy brecd, M

George Flower, at Albiou, has a valuable floek of Saxnony
and Merino.

Powltry are raised in great profusion—and large num.
hers of fowls taken to macket.  Itis no uneommen thing
for sowe farmers’ wives to raise three or four hundred
fowls, besides geese, ducks. and turkeys, in 2 season,
Young fowls, buller, and eciggs, are the three avtieles
usually mustered fiom every farm for the maiket, By
these means many families provide their coffee, sugar, tea,
and various articles of apparel.

Ligros, when plenty, as at the close of winter and spring,
sell for ten and twelve cents per dozen,

In noticing poultry, I onght not to pass over some of
our wild fowl.

Ducks, geese, swans, and many other agnatic birds, visit
our waters in the sprivg.  TLe swmall lalkes and sloughs
are ofien literally covered with them. Ducks, and some
ol the rest, frequently stay through the sammer and bieed.




Pl prairie fowl is seen in great numbecs on the prairies
in the summer, and albout the cornfields in the winter.
Flis is the grouse of the New York market. Tley are
castly taleen in the winter,

Partridges, (the yuail of New Fingland) are taken with
nets, in the winter, by kuodreds in a day, avd furnish no
trifling item in the luxuries of the city market.

Bees are profitable stocl
tor the farmer, and are kept Lo & considerable extent.
Sillworms are taised by a few persons. 'I'hey are ca-
pable of being produced to any exteut, and fed oun the com-
mei black mulberry of the country,

MANU FACTURES.

Steam Mills for flouring and sawing are hecoming very
gomrmon, and in general are profitable.  Some aie now in
operation with four runs of stones, and which manufacture
one hundred barrels of flour in a day.  Mills propelled by
steaun, water, and animal power, are constantly increasing,
Steam mills will becomne nomerous, particularly in the
sauthern and middle portions of the state, and it is de-
serviug remark that while these portioas are not well sup-
pligd with dorable water power, they contain, in the
timber of the forest, and the inexhaostible bodies of hitu-
minous coal, abundant supplies of fuel, while the norih-
zri portion, though deficient in fuel, has abundant water
power,

A good steain saw-mill with two saws can ba boilt for
2,000 dollars; and a steam flouring mill with two runs of
stoucs, clevators and olher apparatus complete, and of
suflicient foree to turn out forty or fifty barrels of flour per
day, may be built for 6,000 dollars.

T'he northern half of the state will be most abundantly
supplied withe water power, and ordinary mills for sawing
fumber and grinding grain are now in operation on the
various streams, ~ ' R

Large quantties ot castor oil are annually manufactured
in Illinois Mrom the palma christi, or eastor bean. A num-
ber of presses are in operation in Madwson, Greene, Ma-
counpen, St. Clair, Randolph, Bdwards, and erhaps other
counlies, ; B

Comrse clothing from cotton is manufactured in the
southern portiou of the state, where the article is raised in
small quantities. , \
wool and cotion, is mede for ovdinary wear, as is cloth
{rom flax.

Lead. InJo Daviess county arc eirhi or ten furnaces
for smelting lead, ‘T'he amount of tins article made an-
nually at the wines of the Upper Mississippi, has been
given under the head of minerals,

Boat Building will soon hecome a branch of business
in this state, Sotne steamboats huve been construeted
alrrady within this state, along the Mississippi. 1t is
thovght that Alton and Chicago are convenient sites for
this busivess.

Woollen cloth, and jeans, a mixture uf

All the trades, needfnl to a new country, are in existence,
Cuarpeoters, wawon malers, cabinet makers, blacksmiths,
tanneries, ete., may be found in every counly and town.
At Mount Carmeland Springficld, there are iron foundrics
for castings.

There has been a considerable falling off in the manu-
facture of whiskey within a few years, and it is sincerely
hoped by thousauds of citizens that this branch of busi-
ness, so decidedly injurions to the morals and happiness
of the community and of individuals, will entirely decline.

Ox mills on the inclined plane, and horse mills by
dranght, are coinmon thronghout the middle and southern
parts of the state.

With the table of the census, taken in 1835, and pub-
lished by authority of the legislature the succeeding win-
ter, the following report was made.

~ Manufactories, . i 3 : 339
Mills, . : i ; ; ‘ 916
Machines, . " ; . ” 87
Distilleries, . 3 . 5 % 142

"I'his report is defective and imperfect. In some coun-
ties ordinary mechanics’ sliops, such as tinpers, coopers,
wheelwrights, &e., were reported under the head of
manulaclories; in others no distinetion was maide.

Diseases. The more common Jiseases of Hlinvis are
intermittents, frequently aceoinpanied with bilious symp-
toms. 'Those Ed:n: prove futal in sickly secasons are
Lilious remittents, More than one half of the sickness
endcred by the people is caused by imprudence, bad
management, and the want of proper nursing. Emigrants
from the northern states or from Europe, will find 1t ad-

vantageous o protect themselves from the covl and hu-
mid atmosphere at night, to provide close dwellings, yel,
when the almosphere is clear, to have their rooms, and
especially their sleeping rooms, well ventilated, and in-
variably wear thin elothing in the day, and put on thicker
apparel at night or when exposed to wet.

Familics are seldom sick wha live in comfortable
houses wilh tight floors and well ventilated roows, wud
who upon a change of weather, and espeeiaily in a time
of rain, make a little fire in the chimney, though it may
be in the midst of surnmer.

I have seen but fow cases of genuine consnmption.
Affection of the liver is more common. Pleurisies, and
other inflammutory diseases, prevail in the winter and
spring, Ophthalmia prevails at some seasons.  Dysen-
tery is not uncommon. Fewer die in infancy than in the
old states.

M Donpugh College, at Maceml, has just cammenece
operalions, It is identified with the interests of ths
¢ old school™ Preshyterians, as the Hlinois callege a
Jacksonville is with the * New School” Presbyterians.

Canton College in Fulton eounty has recently beer
chartered ag a college by the legislature, and is arespect.
able aeademical Institution, and has 70 or 80 students.
Rev. G. B. Perry A. M. formerly pastor of the Sproee
sireet Baptist Cliurch Philadelpliia, has recently been
elected president of this Institution.

A Literary Institulion, modeled somewhat after the
ﬁ?: of the Onefda Insiituie in the state of New Yaork, is
i progress at Galesboro, Knox county, under the super-
vision of the Rev. Mr. Gale and other gentlemen.

Bebvidere College,in Winnebago connty, has been re-
cently chartered, and an effort is abont being made to
eslablish a respectable literary institution in this new
and interesting portion of the state,

Several respectable academies and seminaries are also
in operation, established ehielly by individual eflor,
where gnod schools are tavght.  Amongst these we no-
tice the following, though some of equal importance way
be averlooked.

The Jacksonville Academy condacted by Messrs, Charles
E. Blood, and Charles H. Barton A, B, is established for
the convenience of those whose studies are not sufficient-
ly advanced to enter the Preparatory Department of 11
nois College.

The Jacksonnille Female Aeademy is a flamishing insti-
tution,

A respectable Academy is in operation at Springfield,
aunother at Princeton, T'utnam county, a third at Giiggs-
ville, and a fourth at Quiney.

The .flton Female Seminary is an institution projected
for a full and useful eourse of instruction, on a large seale,
towards the establishment of which Benjumin Godfrey,
Esq., will contribute filteen or twenty thovsand do

It is located at Monticello, a little more than four miles
from Alton, on the borders of adelightful, elevated prairie,

and is designed wholly asa boarding school, Tlhe business
of instruction will be in the hands of competert ladies.
The system of instruction will be extensive. The Rev. 'Tlhe.
ron Baldwin will exercise a general stpervision over the
institution, and lecture on seientific and religious subjects.
_The projeet of estallishing a Seminary, for the eduen.
tion of teachers at Waverley in the southeastern part of
Morgan county, is entortained by several gentlemen,

A Seminary is about being established fn a setllogent
of Reformed Presbyterians in the easteru part of Randolph
ﬂ_u_._z:‘.

The ** Retormiers,” or Campbellites, 2s some term them
have a charter and contemplate estublishing a college at
Hanaver, in Tazewell connty. .

Thus abroad and deep foundation is about beina luid in
this state for the promotion of edueation, N

Several lyeeums and literary associations exist in (his
state, and there is in almost every connty a deeided
expression of popular opinion in favor of edueation,




RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS,

The Methodist FEpiscopal Church is the most numerous.
The Winols Confereuce, which emhraces this state and
a portion of Wisconsin Territory, in 1835 had 61 eircuit
preachers, 308 local preachers, and 15,097 members of
society, They suvstain preaching in every eounty, and
in a large number of the settlements.

The Baptist Denominalien includes 22 Associations,
260 churches, 160 preachers and 7,350 communicanis.

The Freshyleriuns have one Synod, 8 Presbyteries, and
about 80 churches, 60 ministers, and 2,500 members.

Thege are 12 or 15 Congregationalist churches, united
in an association, and several minis{ers.

The Methodist Profesiant Denomination has one confer-
ence, 22 ministers and 344 members,

The Refurmers, as they lerm themselves, or ** Campbell-
ites,” as others call them, have several large, and u num-

Ler of small socicties, a number of preachers, and several
hundred members, ineluding the Christiun body with
which they are in union. ‘FPhiey immerse all who profess
1o believe in Christ for the remission of sins, but difler
widely from orthodox baptists on some points of doetrine,

The Cumberiand Presbyterians have 2 or3 Presbyteries,
12 or 15 preachers, and several hundred communicants,

There are two churches ol Reformed Presbyteriuns, or
Covenaniers, I minister, and about 280 communicants,
with a few families scaltered in other parts of the state.
There are also two or three societics of Hssceiule Heformed
Fresbyterians, or Scceders.

In McLean county is a society of Unifed Brethren, or,
as some eall themn, Dutch Methodists,

The Dunkards have five or six societies and some
preachers in this state.

Phere are several Lutheran congregations with preach-
ers.

The Profestant Lpiscopal Church has an organised
diocese, 8 ar 10 congregations, and 7 or 8 ministers,

There are small societies of Friends or Quakers in
Tazewell nnd Crawford counties; and a few Murmons,
seattered through the state,

T'he RHomun Cathelics are not.numerous. Thny have a
dozen congregations, 8 or 10 priests, and a populalion be-
tween five and six thousand including old and young., A
convent and boarding school for young ladies is in opera-
tion at Kaskaskia, The Roman Catholics are mostly
about the old French villages, and thie laborers along the
line of canal,

There is considerable expression of good feeling
amongst the different religions denominations, and the
members frequently hear the preachers of each other, as
there are but few congregalions that are supplied every
Sabbath. The qualifications of the clergymen are various.
A number of them are men of talents, learning, influence,
and unblemished piety. Others have had but few advan-
tages in acquiring either Jiterary or theologicsl informa-
tion, and yet are good speakers and useful men,

Some are very illiterate, and make ufter confusion of the
word of God. Such persons are nsuaily proud, conceit-
ed, fanatical, and iufluenced by a spirit far removed from
the meek, docile, bennvolent, and charitable spirit of the

gospel.

Military Bounty Lands, Thi
= 1is

tract embraces the countins of Calhoun, Pike, Adams,
Schuyler, MeDouough, Warren, Mercer, Xnox, Henry,
Folton, Peoriz, aud a portion of Puatnarn,

The disposition of so much of this fine country for
military purposes has very mueh retarded its setilement.
Most of the titles have long since departed from the sol-
diers for wliose benefit the donalions were made,

- ) A large quantity of these mili-
tary lands are now owned by a company, who havealand
oflice, opened at Quiney, and offer tracts from three to ten
dollars per acre.

* The word “Ilim,” from whenee is derived the nume
€€ (illinors,” or ¢ Illinois,” ag it was variously wrilten by the
French esplorers, is said by Hennepin to signify “a full grown
man.”  This nation, or conlederacy, appears to have possessed
originally, the Hlinois country, The confederacy was formed
of seven tribesi—the Hlinois, Michigamies, Mascolans, Kaskas-
kias, Kahokias, Peorins, and Tan-mar-waus.

Their country was subjugated Ly the Irngquois or Mohawks
nhout the tlose of the seventeenth century, who held dominion
over the soil by right of conquest.  In 1701 the Iroquoeis ccded
all that purt of Ulinois that lies scuth and east of the Illinois
river, to the British government.



1825 The county was organized and the village name was oflicially changed from Fort Clark to
Peoria. Until 1831 when Cook County was formed, Chicago was part of Peoria County

1829 The first steamboat, "Liberty," arrived in Peoria, ushering in the river way transport
system.

1830 On the corner of Hamilton and Adams streets, the "Planters House" was opened for
the entertainment, and stay of travelers.

1832 A company of local men, led by Abner Eads, fought in the Blackhawk War. In fear over
possible Indian threats, Peoria residents started to rebuild Fort Clark.

1835 Peoria was incorporated as a town. Construction began on a courthouse and jail.

1836 the first Court House was completed at a cost of $15,000. Rooms on the first floor were
rented for $50 per year and three rooms on the second floor were used as a temporary
hospital during the cholera epidemic of 1849-1850

1844  One hundred fifty (150) steamboat companies operated on Peoria Lake.

1845 Peoria was incorporated as a city.

1848 The first bridge across the [llinois River built.

1854 The Peoria & Bureau Valley Railroad brought the first passenger train into Peoria.

1854 Abraham Lincoln and Stephen A. Douglas gave impassioned speeches on the courthouse
steps regarding the issue of slavery. The three hour speech Lincoln gave is considered a
landmark in his career and established the foundation for the principles of self-
government and liberty for all people that would carry him to the White House six years
later.

1861 The day the Civil War began, Peoria Mayor William Willard led a war recruitment rally
for eager volunteers. Camp Lyon, where 7500 Union soldiers were trained. was
established at the west gate of Glen Cak Park.

1862 Camp Peoria was organized near Adams and Mary Streets.

Illinois Governor ‘ _
Richard Yates, Kepublican, from Morgan county took office on Jan 14, 1861. He was born in

Warsaw, Gallatin, KY on Jan 18, 1815 and attended the common schoc_:)ls there. He moyed to
Tlfinois in 1831 and graduated from Illinois College in Jacksonville, IL in 1.835. He studied L_aw
at Transylvania University in Lexington. K'Y and was admitted to the Bar in 1837. He p_racticed
law in Ja:cksomi]le. He was a member of the State House of Representati_vcs 184{2-1 845 and
aoain 1848-1849. He was clected as a Whig to the Thirty-Second and Thlrty-Tth Congesses
(ll\:;far 4. 1851-Mar 3.1853). Elected as a Republican to the U.S. Senate and servgd ﬁ'or.n M_[ar 4,
1865 16 Mar 3, 1871. He died suddenly in St. Louis, Mo on Nov 27, 1873. He is buried in
Diamond Grove Cemetery in Jacksonville, IL. He married Catherine Geers

Senators

Senator Stephen Arnold Douglas (1347-1861)
"The Little Giant"
April 23 1813 - June 3 1861

"this Union can exist forever divided into free and siave siates. as our tathers made it, if the
Constitution be preserved inviolare.” -- 5.4. Dougias, 859

As a young lawver. Stephen A. Douglas came to [linois in 1833. In the coming vears, he was to
become “ hicago's foremost politician. a judge. senator, and presidential candidate. who save his



scuvuieacner in nearby Winchester. After four years, he became state's attorney for Morgan
county, and was soon elected to the state legislature. In the years that followed, he held
numerous positions, including Ilhinois Secretary of State and judge of the state Supreme Court.

In 1846, he won election to the U.S. Senate by calling for the federal government to cede land

to the state and pay for a north-south railroad. He moved to Chicago the following vear,
proposed that the railroad be extended to Chicago, and fought for it in Congress with the help of
fellow Democrat Congressman John Wentworth. The success of their efforts in 1850 ensured
Chicago's future as the most important city in the West.

During Douglas' time in the Senate, one issue was becoming more and more decisive: slavery.
Even within the Northern states. there were bitter debates between those who would abolish
slavery everywhere and those who sought to preserve the Union at all costs. Douglas was one of
the latter. As a states-rights advocate, he favored allowing the South to continue the practice of
slavery. He was instrumental in the passing of the controversial Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854,
which dictated that "popular sovereignty" would decide the issue of slavery in each new
terrifory.

Refusing to support anything that would permit slavery to grow. a former friend and ally of
Douglas left the Democrats and joined the new Republican party. Douglas saw the defection of
the abolitiomist "Long John" Wentworth as a betrayal, and the two remained bitter enemies for
the rest of their lives.

In 1858, a up-and-coming politican made an attempt to unseat Senator Douglas. Downstate
lawyer Abraham Lincoln ran for the Senate as a Republican, and challenged the senator to a
series of debates. For Douglas, it was a no-win situation. He himself was nationally known. and
the debates would only serve to draw attention to his opponent. Nevertheless, he accepted the
challenge and agreed to a series of seven debates. Both men were excellent speakers, but the
debates are generally held to have been won by Lincoln, who adopted an extreme anti-slavery
position. The election results were very close, and although Lincoln had a slightly larger share of
the popular vote, Douglas was reelected by the state legislature.

The two battled again in 1860. Douglas was the Democratic party's candidate for president, and
Lincoln the Republican candidate. Southern Democrats, however, had given their support to
another Democrat, Kentucky Senator John C. Breckinridge. This split in the Democratic party
cost Douglas the presidency. Lincoln won every northern state, Breckenridge won easily in the
south, with only Missouri and part of New Jersey voting for Douglas.

Although he had lost, Douglas still desired, more than anything, to preserve the Union. He threw
his support behind the Republican President-elect, and traveled across the country urging that
the states remain united. When war became inevitable, he returned to Chicago and there inspired
the city's Irish community to support the President's call for volunteers.

Douglas' hard work to preserve his country took its toll on his health. At the age of forty-eight,
on June 3, 1861, the "Little Giant" died of pneumonia.

Orville H. Browning (1861-1863)
Following the death of lllinois's United States senator, Stephen A. Douglas, Browning was
appointed to fill Douglas's unexpired term he was a very conservative republican.

Lyman Trumbull (1855-1873)

He was born in Colchester. Connecticut. He began teaching school a1 the age of sixteen and
later studied law, being admitted to the bar in 1837. He moved to Belleville, in southern Illinois,
and became active in state government. In 1841, he was ¢lected secretary of state and, in 848,
he became a justice on the state supreme court. He was elected as a Democrat to the state
legislature in 1854, then elected by that same body as a United States Senator a tew months later
in 1855. He became a Republican because of his opposition to the expansion of slavery, and was
reelected to the Senate as a Republican in 1861 and 1867
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th liinois Infantry
Regiment History

"Col. R.J. Oglesby’s Regiment”
Adjutant General's Report

Julv 25th, 1861, the regiment reorganized and was mustered in for three years' service. It remained at Cairo
until October. 1861, when it was ordered at Bird's Point, Mo. During this time it received a thorough drill,
and attained a high state of discipline. With other troops it made expeditions to Cape Girardeau, Commerce,
Bloomfield, and Norfolk, Mo., and Paducah and Blandville, Ky., and joined in the feint on Columbus, Ky, in

January.

The move to Bloomfield is fixed in the memory of the soldiers of the Eighth by the raid on the rebel Colonel
Hunter's well stocked farm, and the rapid return march from Bloomfield to Cape Girardeau. In November, the
regiment constructed at Bird's Point extensive and comfortable quarters for the winter.

February 2d, 1862, it was taken up the Tennessee River to a point near Fort Henry. On the 5th it
reconnoitered the enemy’s position, approaching near enough to attack and drive in his outpost. It was among
the first to enter the Fort, after its reduction by the gunboats.

February 11th the movement on Fort Donelson began. The next day, under command of Lieut. Col. Frank L.
Rhoads (Colonel Oglesby commanding the Brigade), it was in the advance of the column, where it met a
strong outpost of the enemy about noon, and after a few volleys dislodged and drove them toward their
entrenchment. The regiment was moved towards the Cumberland River, on a ridge overlooking, in places, the
enemy's defenses. On the 13th moved further to the right, gaining a position still nearer the enemy. During this
night the weather became extremely cold, and the men suffered greatly--being so near the rebel picket line no
fires could be had. A driving snow-storm set in, adding to the discomforts of the situation. Many were
severely frost-bitten. On the 14th the regiment was in position near the Dover road, with pickets thrown well
to the front, and in constant action with those of the enemy. Another night of intense cold, with sleet and
snow was experienced, and at early dawn on the 15th the enemy came out in massed columns and attacked us.
Out men were quickly in line, and although stiffened and suffering with the cold, they met the first onset and
stood their ground for about three hours, when, ammunition exhausted and the brigade to the right giving
away, if was forced to retire. The regiment lost in this bartle 57 killed, 191 wounded, and 10 missing. Major
John P. Post was captured. Among the killed were Capt. Joseph M. Hanna and Lieut. Daniel A. Sheetz, F.
Co.. and Lieut. Henry Y. Marsh, B. Co.. and Lieut. Joseph G. Howell. K Co., acting adjutant.

On the 6th of March the regiment embarked for Savannah on the Tennessee River, and a few days after for
Pittsburg Landing. Here it was in McClernand's Division, and brigaded with the 18th Illinois, the 11th and
13th Towa Regiments. The camping ground was excellent for drill, and the time was well occupied with that
and other camp duties.

Sunday morning, April 6. when cailed into line for the impending battle of Shiloh, there were 25 officers and
453 enlisted men. The regiment was in command of Captain James M. Ashmore, C Co.: Lieutenant-Colonel
Rhoads being absent sick. and Major Post a prisoner of war. The regiment was moved rapidly to a pesition of



left of Sherman's Division., and not far from Shiloh Church. At once it received a fierce attack from the enemy,
but held its ground. Captain Ashmore was wounded and left the field. Captain William M. Harvey, K Co., nest
in rank took command and nobly lead the regiment until about 10 o'clock A.M., when he received a shot
through his body and died instantly. The fight at this time was furious and the regiment was forced back, but
recovering and reforming, it drove the enemy back over the ground it had Jost. Captain Robert H. Sturges, H
Co., next in rank. took command, and led the regiment with steady courage throughout the great battle. At
night the regiment lay on the field exposed to the storm of rain that fell, and ready for the conflict of the
succeeding day. [t was in the front lines that early moved against the enemy on Monday morning, and
performed it share in the battle of the day. Near the close of the second day’s fight, the regiment, with the 18th
[llinois, under the immediate orders of General McClerpand, charged upon and captured a rebel battery, which
was pouring a destructive fire upon our lines; some of the gunners were killed at their posts. The regiment lost
at Shiloh 26 killed, 95 wounded and 11 missing. Among those wounded were Captain Loyd Wheaton, E Co,
Lieutenant Geo. S. Durfee, A Co., and Adjutant Monroe.

By April 1862, the 8th Ilinois regiment was under Gen. McClernand’s First Division, in Col.
Hare’s First Brigade. Camped at Pittsburg Landing on April Sth. the 8th was to be part of the
Federal rout at Shiloh on April 6th, 1862. The 8th was camped just north of Shiloh church
when the Confederate forces under Johnston made a surprise attack on Gen. Grant’s massed
Federal forces here. With little time to organize, the Federals were soon being routed and
pursued back towards Pittsburg Landing.



